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* Thou Hypocrite ! firft caft out the Beam out of thine own Eye, and then 
at thou ſee clearly to caſt out the Mote out of thy Brother's Eye.--JzSus. 


Who art thou that judgeft another Man's Servant? To his own 
1 0 he flandeth or falleth —PAavuL. 


Let all Bitterneſs and Wrath, be put away from you, with all 
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T* following 05 and its veal oh | 
occaſioned by a local Incident, to which 
ſome Paſſages are particularly directed, have met 
with ſuch Approbation elſewhere, as to be thought, 
from their Spirit and Tendency, capable of pro- 
moting the Cauſe of Truth and Liberty, beyond the 
Limits of our Town. Upon this Idea of their 
Utility in Vindication of theſe moſt noble Princi- 
ples (whoſe Service, I hope, will ever be the higheſt 
Object of my Ambition) I cordially conſent to the 
Republication of them, in Compliance with a Re- 
queſt from a moſt reſpectable Set of Gentlemen; 
whoſe Approbation of my Exertions has impreſſed 
2 Gratification on my Feelings beyond my Power to 
expreſs. They are accordingly re-printed with very 
few Alterations. And I gladly ſeize this Opportu- 
nity of explaining myſelf with reſpect to an Objec- 
tion very generally made to theſe Pamphlets. 


Many condemn as highly unbecoming, others diſap- 
prove as extremely injudicious, the Introduction of 
religious Topics into this Argument of the Teft-Laws, 
which, it ſeems to their Wiſdoms, might have 
| a2 | Jogged , 


„ Advertiſement. 

jogged on full as well without this Aſſociation. Poſ- 
bly it might: and, to be ſure, if I had ſet myſelf to 
this Office with a View of pleaſing Men only, I ſhould 
not have acted ſo prepoſterous a Part. But theſe 
prudential Proviſions, theſe ſmooth Proceſſes, are not 
congenial to the Conſtitution; which God has given 
me. I know very well, that the Majority of Diſſenters 
are alas! doatingly enamoured of the Trinitarianand 
iniftic Doctrines of Mother-Church; and was 
| aware; that the Minds of theſe orthodox Non-Conformiſts 
would be more i#ritated by my Freedom with theſe 
darling Articles of their Creed, than /oozhed by my 
Zsa for untimiTeD TOLERATION in their Behalf. 
Let but aur Prejudices alone, and fall as foul as 
c you- pleaſe upon thoſe of other People; is the 
ſecret Sentiment of theſe Sons of Liberty. It is 
only tbe. Part of the Diſſenters, which, with the - 
Reader's Leave, I ſhall call the {eral and auligbiened 
Part, becauſe their AcTions entitle them to this 
honourable Diſtinction; it is o Y THESE, I ſay, 
who have either improved on the Creed of their 
Grandmothers, or have, at leaſt, the Magnanimity to 

approve and commend thoſe who have. 


But the Truth is, neither one nor the other, 
neither he, whoſe Bigotry abhors, nor he, whoſe 
Prudence cannot commend, my Management of the 
| PORE? apprehended my Views on this Oc- 


caſion 


7 


8 Advertiſement. | * 
caſion, though intimated in the Beginning of the 
Addreſs. They were os. and J ſee no Reaſon to 
b os is, | 


1 hove been * Aa 4 -Arofing ths Pong 


capital Articles of religious. Faith, which have been 
of late Years ſo much diſcuſſed, in the literary 
World, without gaining any adequate Share of Con- 


. t Tot f 


ſideration in remote Country Places. Experience 


convinced me, that an Addreſs on theſe Subjects, 
unaſſiſted by ſome Circumſtances of general Curio- 
ſity in the Place, would meet with total Neglect 
but from thoſe habitually inquiſitive and liberal, 
who wanted no Addition to their: Conviction on 
Agitation, excited in our Town by the Letters of 
the Junior-Chuncil, as a favourable Criſis for the 
Execution of my Intentions. Such was my Object 
in writing my Addreſs. And let no Man attempt 
to conſtrain to the Standard of his awn peculiar 
Ideas and Inclinations one, who knows no Influence 
but that of a probable Benefit to the Intereſts of Hu- 
manity and Religion. Deſirous, accordingly, of ſerv- 
ing my Townſmen, as Citizens MUCH, but as 
| Chriſtians moRE, I blended theſe Topics of Tolera- 
tion and Divinity; which I humbly think, notwith- 


| ſtanding, have ſome little Connection with each 
| other ; 


vi Advertiſement... 
other; and I expreſſed myſelf with a more than or- 
dinary Degree of Earneſtneſs and Vigour, that I 
might by all Means rouſe ſome. But my Fellow- 
Citizens, it ſhould ſeem, like the Dreams of their 
deep Sleep, better than my waking Reveries: and I 
ſhall leave them to the peaceable Enjoyment of what, 
I am confident,” they do not underſtand, and what, I 
thint, they are rather unable than unwilling to de- 
fend. Indeed, an unfledged Noviciate in Divinity, 
Juſt hopped from his Academical Neſt, has been buz- 
zing, I am told, a Pulpit Harangue upon the Sen- 
forium of his gaping- Congregation; but the Vibra- 
tion has not proved - ſtrong enough to propagate 
itſelf beyond the Doors of his Auditory, ſo as to 
be heard amidſt the Elements without. — Peace be 
to the Orator, the Oration, and the Audience! Peace 
to Demetrius and his Craftſmen; and to every other 
honeſt 3 who labours in his e Reader, 
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The following is a Copy of one of the Letters mentioned 
in the Title: Page of this Pamphlet. | 


William Smith, Eſq. Mayor, Nottingham. 
5 VMottingbam, 21ft Oatber, 1789. | 


7E Junior Council“ preſent their moſs 
© reſpettful Compliments to the Mayor of Nottingham; 
© take Leave to inform him, lis with Pain they have 
© obſerved, that a total Diſregard to the qualifying Laws 
© for Offices has for ſome time taken Place in this Town, 
© They therefore give him this timely Information, that 
* if he neglects to qualify for his Office,” they ſhall feel 
© themſelves obliged to enforce a Law, which they think 
„. 0 Fagan.” YO IO gs gn _ 
In this Addreſs the Junior Council diſclaim the 
© ſmalleſt Animoſity to the Mayor. They take up this 
* Aﬀair upon public Ground —In Defence of the Laws 
© and Conſtitution of their Country. 
This Body conſiſts of the fix following Gentlemen: Thomas 


Froſt, Eſq. Cornelius Launder, Eſq. John Morris, Eſq. Mr. Thomas 
Rawſon in Houndſgate, Mr. John Alleyne, and Mr. terland. 
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AN 
A REESS 
TO THE 8 : 
INHABITANTS OF NOTTINGHAM, &c. 
—_—_—— 
FELLOW-CITIZENS, 


1 whatever Light we may ſeverally view the Letter pre- 
fixed to this Pamphlet, which will be very different, I 
preſume, according to our different Habits of Life and 
Modes of thinking; it furniſhes me with an Opportunity 
of communicating my Thoughts to ygu upon SubjeRs, 
which probably very few. of us have conſidered with ſuffi- 
cient ſeriouſneſs ; and of ſuggeſting ſome ideas, which may 
Not have preſented themſelves before, to thoſe who are con- 
ſtantly engaged in the Buſineſſes of Life, and have but little 
Leiſure for Reflections of this Nature. I ſhall think my 
Pains laudably beſtowed, and incur, if it ſhould ſo fall out, 
whatever Odium with Pleaſure“, if by any Exertions I can 
rectify the Diſpoſition, inform the Underſtanding, or enlarge 
the Heart, of a ſingle Individual among you. I ſhall lay- 
my Obſervations before you, as they naturally ariſe from 
the ſubject, and in the plaineſt Language. Reputation is 
not my Object, but your Information and Welfare only. 
Should I expreſs myſelf with a Warmth and Energy in- 
ſpired by the Subject, do not miſtake, as many of cool and 
timid Feelings are but too apt to miſtake, Earne/ineſs for 
Paſſion; but conſider the great Importance of the Argu- 
ment, which cannot be debated by a Man of Senſibility with 
Tameneſs and Indifference; liſten with Patience; judge 
with Candour; and follow with Spirit the free Dictates of 
your own Underſtandings. . 


4 * John XV, 18, 19. 2 
e Many 


2 i Addreſs to the 


Many of you, I dare ſay, are unacquainted with the 
Nature of the T2/-4#, to which our [Funior- Council are 
endeavouring to compel the Mayor and ſome of the Corpo- 
ration to conform. This Act, which was paſſed in the 
Reign of Charles the Second, © directs, among other 
« Things, all Officers civil and military, within fix Calen- 
« dar Months after their Admiſſion to receive the Sacra- , 
c ment of the Lord's Supper, according to the Uſage of 
ce the Church of England, in ſome public Church, imme- 
ce diately after divine Service, and to deliver into Court a 
« Certificate thereof ſigned by the Miniſter and Church- 


„Warden, and alſo to prove the fame by two credible 


« Witneſſes; upon Forfeiture of 500l. and Diſability to 
“hold the ſaid Office.“ | he 
Such is the Injunction of this Act; and the Intention of 


it profeſſes to be, © the Security of the eſtabliſhed Church 


<« againſt Perils of Non-Conformiſts of all Denominations.” 

Now it is well known, that our preſent chief Magiſtrate, 
and many of his Brethren in Authority, are Diſſenters from 
the Worſhip of the eſtabliſped Church, and addicted, we 


have Reaſon to believe, to their own religious Faith with _ 
as much Attachment, and upon Inducements as conſcien- 


tious, as a Church-of- England-Man to his. You ſee then 
the Difficulty, to which theſe Gentlemen are reduced by 
this Determination of the Funior-Council, They muft 
either conform 'to a Ceremony againſt thejr Conſciences, 
and thus offend the ſupreme Being by a profane Proſtitu- 
tion of a moſt ſerious and ſolemn Act — or pay a Penalty 
of 5ool. and give up an Office, to which they have been 
choſen by the proper Authority — or ſuffer the Conſe- 
ences of a Proſecution. How far this Conduct of the 
unior-Council is defenſible upon any Principles of Reli- 
gion or Liberality, or even of Common-Senſe, you will be 
better enabled to decide by the Aſſiſtance of the following 
Remarks: which I do not wiſh you to regard further than 
they appear juſt and reaſonable to your Apprehenſion. 
J pretend to no extraordinary Difcernment, and am very 
liable to Error. Truth indeed J have been ſeeking for 
many years in preference to every other Confideration, 
with ſuch Zeal and Earneſtneſs and ſo many Aſſiſtances of 
Books and Converſation as fall to the Lot of very few. 
N e e „ r 
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Still the Fruits of my Aſſiduity and Opportunities may be 
but Error: And I am willing to remove from me the 
Guilt of miſleading Others by this timely and repeated 
Caution of careful and diſintereſted Examination. | 
This Teſt-Act, you will perceive from a flight Examina- 
tion of it, reſts for its Support upon two Principles, and 
muſt ſtand or fall with rational Men by the Truth or 
Falſhood of theſe its Supporters. | ; 


The firſt Principle is evidently this; | 

1. That the Magiſtrate, or ruling Power of a Nation, 
has a Right to enquire into the Religious Opinions of his 
Subjects, to 333 Rules for the Regulation of theſe 
Opinions, and to demand à Declaration of them. 8 
The ſecond Principle is this: | 

2. That the religious Faith of our Governors, or that 
eſtabliſhed by Law in the Church of England, is the true 
Religion delivered in the Scriptures, by Moſæs and the Pro- 
phets in the Old Teſtament, and by Chriſt and his Apoſtles in 
the New. 3355 | | N 

Theſe two Principles, I ſay, are the Foundation upon 
which the Te/t-A4 is builded ; and, if the Foundation he 
ſandy, the Building muſt tumble down. So far no Man 
can oppoſe us.—But let me once more before I begin, en- 
treat your moſt earneſt and diſpaſſionate Attention, whilſt 
I enquire into the Merits of Both the Propoſitions above 
ſtated. | 5 n | 
I. The Arrogance, the Abſurdity, and the Fal/haod of the 
Firſt, viz. that the Juriſdiction of the MMagi/trate extends 
to our Religion and our Conſciences, may be undeniably 
made out in ſuch a Variety of Ways, that I am only per- 


plwKuexed how to ſelect the plaineſt and moſt forcible of the 


numerous Arguments, which preſent themſelves to my 
Notice. | Tg | | 
1. Every Man, who conſults his own Mind, muſt feel 


an immediate Conviction, that he is not ſo far Maſter of 73 


his Faculties as to believe or diſbelieve any Point at Plea- 
ſure. He is compelled, as a reaſonable Creature, to accom- 


modate his Belief, and receive his Conviction, according to 


the Evidence preſented to his Underſtanding. As no Kings 
. | oe 
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or Parliaments upon Earth can perſuade or force you to 
think it Midnight, when your Eye tells you that it is Noon 
Day; fo, when the Eye of your Mind perceives the Truth, 
or Falſity of any Propoſition, no human Power, not even 
yourſelves, can alter or controul your Conviction in this In- 
ſtance. You may prevaricate indeed, and attempt to im- 
poſe upon yourſelves or others; but Prevarication and 


Cuncealment, will not confound the Truth of Things; will 


not counteract the unconquerable Efficacy of your ſecret 
Feelings, and convert your Judgment. Is it poſſible then 


for Language to expoſe with ſufficient Powers of Expreſ- 


fion that Folly, by which the Magiſtrate would force Con- 
viftion, and inculcate Truth, not by the Strength of Argu- 
ments, but the Severities of Law? | | 
But theſe Attempts of the Magiſtrate are not merely 
fooliſh and inefßectual, beginning in Error and ending in 
Vanity; but preſumptuous and profane. | 5 
The $UPREME BEING has gifted his Creature Man with 
certain Faculties, capable of particular Exertions, and ſuſ- 
ceptible of Impreſſions by Means adapted to their Nature. 


The Faculty, which diſtinguiſhes us from the brute Crea- _ 


tion we call Reaſon; and this can be improved only by 
ſuch Methods as are ſuitable. to that Senſe and Under-- 
ſtanding, of which we are all conſcious in our ſeveral Pro- 


portions. But will Confinement in a Priſon, or the Payment 


of a Fine, enligbten your Underſlandings, or ſtrengthen your 
Convittion of the Truths of Chri/tianity, or any. ther 
Truths whatever ? And does not the Man, who employs 


ſuch prepoſterous Means for theſe Ends, offer Violence to 
human Nature? Does he not reſiſt and ſubvert, as far as 
he can, thoſe Laws, which the ALMIGHTY has eſtabliſhed 


for the Regulation of his Creatures? Certainly it is no leſs 
Guilt, than that of an audacious Rebellion againſt the di- 
vine Adminiſtration, to oppoſe his Conſtitution of Things; 

to fetter that Energy of the Mind, which God has made 
free, and which will continue uncontroulable, as long as 
the Creator continues more powerful than his Creatures, 


and able to ſupport his own Syſtem againſt the arbitrary and 


ſpiteful Inteference of weak and wicked Men. 


2. Again: Whatever Power poſleſles a Right to pre- 
ſcribe Laws for my Conduct, mutt alſo have a Right to fit 
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in Judgment upon that Conduct, and puniſh: my. Diſobe- 
dience to his Laws. This is manifeſt beyond Diſpute. 
Therefore, if the King and Parliament have a Right to 
_ regulate my Faith, and to preſcribe that Syſtem of Morality 
and Religion, which I ought to believe and practiſe, it molt 
certainly follows, that my ſecret Thoughts, my private Mæ- 
ditations, and every Action of my Life, all which ſhould be 
conducted under the immediate and perpetual Influence of 
religious Principles, muſt ſubmit to the Examination and 
Sentence of the ſame Tribunal. But ſurely no. Chriſtian 
need to be told, that God, who alone knoweth and ſearcheth 
the Heart, has committed this Office not to Kings or any 
earthly Potentates, but to his SoN, whom he hath appointed 
to judge, what no Kings and Parliaments, can ever know, 
every ſecret Thing, whether it be good or cuil, when he ſhall 
come in the Glory of his Father with the holy Angels+. 
How Magiſtrates, in the mean Time, ought to conduct 
themſelves with Reſpect to this Buſineſs of religious Opi- 
nion, which breaks out into no As of Violence againſt his 
rightful Authority, our Saviour himſelf hath declared in the 
moſt poſitive. and explicit Language. In the Parable of 
the Tarest, when the Servants ſaid unto the Houſholder, 
Wilt thou that we go and gather them up? He replies, with 
unexampled . Wiſdom, to their indiſcreet Officiouſnels : 
Nay : lefl, while ye gather up the Tares, ye rot up alſo the 
heat with them. LET BOTH GROW TOGETHER UNTIL 
THE HARVEST: and in the Time of Harveſt, I will ſay to the. 
Reapers, Gather ye together firſt the Tares, and bind them in 
Bundles to burn them; but gather the Wheat into my Barn. 
The Senſe and Drift of this glorious Parable are ſo ex- 
tremely obvious, that I ſhall not ſtay to make any farther 
Application of it, but leave it to your own Reflections. 
Be w1sE therefore, O] ye Kings: be inſtructed, ye Judges 
of the Earth. (Pſalm ii. 10.) ROOTS 
3. Farther: We believe, that the holy Scriptures 
contain every Thing neceſſary to the Faith and Prac- 
tice of a Chriſtian, We are exhorted by our Lord 
to ſearch theſe Scriptures | — and even-of our ownſelves. 


* Fccleſ, xii. 14. | + Mark viii. 38. 
1 Matt, xiii. 24—31. John v. 39. 
, og 2 BY 
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to judge what is right*: and many other Declarations to 
the ſame Purpoſe might be produced. Now ſuch Ex- 
hortations, if they have any Meaning at all, plainly im- 
ply, that every Man muſt examine the Bible for himſelf, 
and is left at full Liberty to embrace that Syſtem of 
religious Faith which ſeems, upon the whole, the beſt 
to his own Judgment. But, if we were under an Ob- 
ligation to wait for an At of Parliament before we could 
form our Opinions upon the Subjects of Religion and ven- 
ture to accept Chriſtianity, the Exhortation of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles with regard to this Point would have been expreſſed 
in a very different Manner, and not addreſſed, you may be 
ſure, in ſuch liberal and uw Terms to their Diſciples. 
But this Suppoſition of the Magi/trate's Prerogative in 
the Affairs of Religion is contradicted alſo by the uniform 
Practice of our Lord, who conſtantly cried out: J/hoſo 
hath Ears to hear, let him hear+: making his Appeal to the 
native Candour of his Audience, and to the unprejudiced 
Feelings of their Hearts: diſelaiming all Force, but that 
of Argument; and exerting no Influence, but that of Truth. 
Add to theſe Conſiderations, that the Son of God is faid 
to make us free} by the Goſpel :—That Goſpel itſelf is 
_ emphatically ſtiled, the perfect Law of LinterTy ||; and 
Chriſtians are delivered thereby into the GLORIOUS LIBER Tx 
of the Sons of Godh. I forbear quoting many more ſimi- 
lar Paſſages from the Scriptures, all of them, in their Prin- 
ciples, fundamentally and totally inconfiſtent with any Ju- 
riſdiction, but that of Gop HiMsELEF, over the Mind. 200 
Conſciences of Men. Such a Slavery of the Soul would be 
more iniquitous; and ten- times more inſufferable to the 
Dignity of a noble Spirit, ten- times more ignominious and 
ealling to an Engliſhman, than the Condition of a Negro 
lave An Epitome of all that is abject, forlorn and 
wretched among Men | | | 1 
4. You may remember alſo, that our Saviour, in his 
Examination before Pontius Pilate, declared in plain Terms, 


* Luke xii. 579. + Matt. xi. 9. 4 John viii. 36. 
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« My Kingdom is not of this World* : My Goſpel has no Con- 
<« nection with that changeable Policy, and thoſe intereſted 
_ « Views, by which the periſhable X:ngdoms of the Earth 
e are influenced and ſupported: but is conducted by Prin- 
“ ciples conformable to that Throne, on which my Em- 
<« pire is eſtabliſhed—the Hearts and Conſciences of Man- 
e kind.” This fine Goldt will not incorporate with the 
Hay and Stubblet and baſe Materials of human Laws and 
Eſtabliſhments. Religion is a Covenant between the Individual 
and his Mafer; a Tranſattionof the HE ar T; whole Praiſe, 
or Blame, in this Reſpect, is not of Man but of GO. 
And, in my Opinion, the Apoſtle Paul, who was ani- 
mated by a noble Spirit of Independence, and ſtood forth 
a moſt zealous Advocate on every Occaſion for the reh- 
gious Liberties of Mankind ; St. Paul, I fay, appears to 
me to have had in View this Declaration of his Maſter, — 
My Kingdom is not 4 this World, —when he ſpeaks of the 
good au which Chriſt Jeſus witneſſed before Pontius 
Pilatel. Surely it was a Declaration worthy of the parti- 
' cular Notice and Commendation of this illuſtrious Son of 
Freedom: Worthy of being written, not on Paper with 
Pen and Int q, but with the graving Tool of GoD niM- 
SELF, on the fleſhy Tables of the Heart**. „ 
REMEMRER, therefore, my Fellow- Citizens, to and 
faſt in the Liberty, with which Chriſt hath made you free++ 
and, in Defence of your Conduct againſt all the Argu- 
ments for all the Te/t- 4s and cvil FAabli ment of Reli- 
gion upon Earth, boldly, make this ſhort but unanſwerable 
eply:—my KINGDOM Is NOT OF, THIS WoRLD. _ 
_ Delightful Spectacle] to ſee Chriſtianity and Liberty ſuch | 
inſeparable Companions! _ „ 8 
But it is Time for me to proceed to the Conſideration 
of the fend Propoſition, upon which the Te/t-47 is 
founded: viz. Eg 1 ; | 
II. That the Religion of the Church of England is the 
true Roligon of the Scriptures. „ 


- 


* John xvili 36. + Pſalm xix. 10. t RES 
S Rom. ii. 29. 1 Tim. vi. 13. John Epiſt. ii. 12: iii. 13. 
| 2 Cor. ill. 3. 17 Gal. v. i. 
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Upon this Head alſo I ſhall endeavour to be as ſhort as 
poſſible, and to detain you no longer than is neceſſary for 
the Eſtabliſhment and Illuſtration of the Subject before us. 
I ſhall then leave you as wiſe Men to judge what I ſay*, 
and to a accordingly: taking this Obſervation with you, 
that Religion is no Trifle, no variable unimportant Thing, 


which we may change and modify with as much indiffer- 
- ence, and as often, as our Dreſs; but that Rule of Life, 


by which we ſhall be ſentenced at the laſt Day to unſpeak- 
able Happineſs, or to everlaſting Shame and Contemptyt, in 
the Preſence of Men and Angels. | 8 
1. Miſes, in a Tone of unuſual Earneſtneſs and Autho- 
rity exclaims to the /raelites in the Wilderneſs, Hear, O! 
Ifrael: The Lord our God is one Lord. And our Saviour 
bears his Teſtimony to the Truth and Importance of this 
Doctrine, as you may ſee in Mark xii. 29.— The Prophet 
Zechariah declaresh, that a Day will come, when the Lord 
ſhall be King over all the Earth; when there ſball be ONE 
Lord and his Name ONE. St. Paul repeatedly aſſerts, that 


. to us there is but ONE GoD the Father, and one Lord Feſus 


Chriſt\|. As for our Saviour himſelf, even after his Aſcen- 
ion, when John fell at his Feet to woRsH1P him d, he refuſed 
this Homage, as due only to his Father: See thou do it not, 
ſays he; I am THy FELLOW-SERVANT, and OF THY 
BRETHREN*#®, For it is manifeſt from Revlations i. 11. 
20, that the Angel, who talked with John, was no other 
than Jeſus himſelf. But I need not be anxious upon this 
Point. Every Page of Scripture is full of this ſublime and 
eſſential Article of Faith ; and no Subject whatever is more 
frequently inculcated and more earneſtly inſiſted upon, by 
our Lord himſelf in all his Diſcourſes, than his Sybordina- 
tion to the Father, and his abſolute Dependence upon God 
for all his Powers. In this capital. Truth of the Few 
and Chriſtian Revelations the wiſeſt and moſt virtuous Phi- 
loſophers, both of ancient and modern Times, Greeks, 
Romans, and Arabians, have uniformly coincided; as a 


Doctrine perfectly agreeable to the. cleareſt Deductions of 


* x Kot $15. + Din, td Deut. w. 4, 
C0 ͤ x Car. vides: 66x Tim i: 5. &c-.;. 
| Rev. xix. 10. As Heb. ii. 11. 17. | 
| _undepraved 
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undepraved Reaſon, to every Principle of Common-ſenſe* 
- fo that if one or two Paſſages, of doubtful Cunſtruction, and 
of weak Authority, can be produced from the Scriptures in 
contradiction to theſe plain and numerous Texts, you may 
be ſure, either that they are miſinterpreted, or ſpurious : yes, 
as ſure as that Reaſon and Religion cannot poſſibly be at Va- 
riance---that the Gop of TRUTH cannot CONTRADICT 
HIMSELF. Nay, further: If any Prieſt, or even Angel 
from Heaven, ſhould teach a Doctrine inconſiſtent with the 
_ Uniry of Gop,—an Article of Faith eſtabliſhed by ſuch 
explicit and abundant Evidence; this fing/e Circumſtance 
would counterbalance all other Arguments in Favour of 
his Pretenſions; and would prove, that ſuch Religion could 
never come from Fehovah, who cannot Lig*-—with whom ts 
no V ARIABLENESS nor Shadow of Turningy :—who is A 
JEALQUs Gopf, and wil not give his Glory to ANOTHERY. 
But what does the Church of England, with whom all 
Officers are required' to communicate, teach her Members 
upon this Subject? She tells them, and enjoins Belief, upon 
Pain of periſbing everlaſtinghy, (obſerve Chriſtian Reader! 
this Specimen of her CHARIT Y) that „the Father is 
« God, the Son is God, and the Holy Ghoſt is God:“ 
that our Saviour “ Chriſt was very God and very Han: or 
to make uſe of equivalent Words, that he poſſeſſed all the 
natural J/eahneſſes of Mortality, and all the infinite and 
incomprehenſible Perfections of the * Godhead at the SAME 
IT IME. A Propofition, than which, I think, diſtempered 
Reaſon could not poſſibly have deviſed one more tremend- 
ouſly ſhockingy and more ſuperlatively abſurd. It is indeed 
the very Perfection of Blaſphemy and Folly. > 
But ſtop Reader, ſome zealous Son of the Church is 
coming forward to tell you, with a grave Face and in a 
ſerious Tone, that this Account, which I have juſt given 
you, is © a moſt barefaced and ſcandalous Miſrepreſenta- 
« tion of the Matter: that our Church maintains indeed, 
« that the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Ghoſt 


* Heb. vi, 18. f James i. 7 f Exod. xx. . 
| - S LIlaiah xli. 8. 
The Athanaſian Creed; the iſt, 2d and 5th Articles of Religion, and 
the Book or Common Prayer throughout. 
| « 77 
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« is God; but that theſe THREE put together make but 

« one God.” What can I ſay more? If your Faith, or 
rather (you muſt excuſe the Freedom of the Expreſſion) if 
your Credulity, is of a Size to receiveſuch a monſtrous Pro- 
pofition as this, no Arguments, that I have in Store, will find 
Admiſſion into your Underſtandings. Anſwer, me, how- 
ever, a /ingle Queſtion. Should a Man tell you that there 
are three Churches in Nottingham, St. Mary's, St. Peter's, 
and St. Nicholas's; and, in the ſame Breath, inſiſt upon 
it, with a folemn Countenance, theſe three Churches are 
only one Church; could you believe him ſerious? Would 
you not imagine, that he was propoſing to you ſome Ridale 
for a Trial of your Ingenuity; or took you-for a downright 
Ideot, by offering ſuch an Inſult to your Underſtanding, in 
aſſerting that three is one, and one is three ? 

This is one Specimen of the Agreement between the 
Doctrines of the Church of England and the Scriptures; 
that Church, which exacts, notwithſtanding, a Con F 
to her Worſhip under Pain of certain Dangers, and Penal- 
ties, and Diſqualifications, ſubverſive of natural Juſtice, 
extremely prejudicial to our Intereſts as Members of Society, 
tending to eſtrange us from the Good Will and affectionate 
Intercourſe. of our Fellow- Citizens, and depriving us of 
thoſe Privileges and Encouragements, which are the Claim 
and Birth-Right of all peaceable Citizens and good Subjects. 
But it will not be amiſs, as we have entered upon this 
intereſting Subject, to give another Specimen or two of the 
Doctrines of our Church; that you may be the better 
enabled to judge of the Reaſonableneſs of her Pretenſions 
ro evangelical Purity in Faith and Worſhip, and, in Con- 
ſequence thereof, of her Decency and Propriety, in ENFORC- 
ING her Opinions on Mankind. This is a copious Argu- 
ment: but I ſhall confine myſelf to very few Particulars. 

2. In a Syſtem of Faith, called the Apaſtles Creed, and 
in her third Article, the Church of England aflerts, that 
Chriſt deſcended into Hell. This, like the preceding Doc- 
trine of a Trinity in Unity, is an unclean Remnant of the 
Garment of Popery, from which but a few Shreds only 
were cut away at the Reformation; and, like the ſame 
Doctrine too, utterly unknown, to the firſt Age of Chri/- 


tianity 


* 
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tianity. What Buſineſs Chri had in Hell, a Place of Pu- 
niſhment, prepared for the il and his Angels*—Ghbrift, 
who knew no $in+—who finiſhed his Mori given him by 
God—the beloved San, in whom the Father was well 
. e what Buſineſs, I ſay, our Lord Jeſus had THERE, 
never yet could underſtand; and ſhould be glad to learn 
from thoſe, who have been more ſucceſsful in ſearching the 
Scriptures for this Doctrine, than myſelf. Surely, it is 
very unconſcionable in us to blame Papiſis for ſending good 
Chriſtians to Purgatory, when we Prote/tants ſend thither 
without Scruple, the Lamb of Cod himſelf. = | 
3. Original Sin is another Doctrine of the Church of 
England; by which we are taught, that * every Perſon 
<« born into this World deferveth God's Wrath and Dam- 
« nationq.”” This Notion has no better foundation, for its 
Support, than ſome Paſſages of Scripture, moſt groſly 
miſunderſtood, as all Interpreters of any Learning will 
readily allow. But what Occaſion is there at all for Learn- 
ing to decide upon a Point, which the Screptures will enable 
us to ſettle at once with no other Interpreter than plain 
Common-Senſe? Does not our Lord exhort his Diſciples 
to become as little Children ? Did he not take up little 
Children in his Arms, put bis Hands upon them, and blijs 
them? Could he ross1BLY have recommended Infants to 
our Imitation for Innocence and Simplicity, if they were 
born in Sin, and worthy of eternal Damnation? Monſtrous 
abominable Doctrine! execrable by every Parent ! a wicked 
Libel upon God and Chriſt, and human Nature! But tell 
me, is not the Precept and Example of your Saviour more 
worthy of Regard than the Opinions of ſuperſtitious and 
ignorant Interpreters of the S$criptures?—In ſhort, I leave 
the Matter to this Iſſue between yon and the Church of 
England, in the Words of Elijah to the People: How long 
halt ye between two Opinions? If the Lord be Gad, follow 
him, but if Baal, then fallow him ff. | 


Matt. xxV. 41. 1 1 Pet. ii. 22. f John xvii. 4. 
S Matt. iii. 17. l John i. 29. J Article the gth. 
Matt. xviii. 3. ++ 1 Kings xviii. 21. 
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4. I ſhall content myſelf with ane Inſtance more of the 
Agreeableneſs of the Church-of-England DoQrines with 
the Scriptures: and this ſhall be brought from the Sacra- 
ment, as it is called, which is impoſed upon all Officers civil 
and military by the Tejt-A. 
The Goſpel informs us, that the Lord's Supper was 
appointed by Chriſti himſelf, and, in Words as plain and 
preciſe as Language can adopt, merely for the Commemora- 
tion of his Death upon the Croſs for the Sins of Mankind. 
Nor is any Benefit whatſoever annexed either by Jeſus or 
his Apoſtles to the Celebration of this ſimple Ceremony, but 
what may be reaſonably expected from a ſerious and con- 
ſcientious Performance of any religious Duty. If our 
Church will maintain that ſome extraordinary Benefit are 
annexed to this Rite, let her Sons produce me the Paſlages 
of Scripture, which propound this Doctrine: for I can as 
well admit Infallibility in a Pope, who is always in the Right, 
as in an eſtabliſhed Church, which is never in the Wrong. 
I fee no Difference between them. The ſame Reſpect is 
due, in all Caſes, to mere. Pharifaical Traditions and 
Commandments of Men*. Wee . 
But what Ideas of this Inſtitution does the Church of 
England inculcate upon her Diſciples? Inſtead of adhering - 
to the plain Account of the Zvangeliſts+ and St. Pauli, the 
_ diſtinguiſhes the Lord's Supper by the ſtrange Denomination 
of HoLy MysSTERIESS; as if ſomething moſt inconceivably 
dark and ſolemn were comprehended in it. Hence he 
Minds of the Generality of her Members are ſaddened by 
a ſuperſtitious Horror at the Idea of Communion with the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt under the Symbols of Bread and 
Hine, employed for no other Purpoſe than for that of a 
more lively and exact Repreſentation to the Senſes of the 
Body, which was broken, and the Bload, which was /þed, for 
our Benefit. | 2 VV 
Not only ſo, but receiving of the Sacrament, to uſe their 
own Phraſe, is holden forth as an Atonement of all our 
Sins: a Bleſſing this no where promiſed in the Lato or the 
Goſpel, but to Repentance and Reformation :—and we are 


ey Matt. xv. 9. + Luke xxii. 19. f 1 Cor. xi. 24. 
In the Communion Service, _- | | 
exhorted 
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exhorted by the Church to confeſs our Sins, and open our 
Grief, that we may receive ABS0LUTION, truly, from the 
Minifter. This I can myſelf conſider in no other Light than 
that of an impious Uſurpation of the Authority of God, 
whoſe 80LE PREROGATIVE it is to forgive Sins; a Prero- 
gative indeed ſometimes delegated for great Purpoſes to 
Apoſtles commiſſioned by him, and able to work Signs and 
Monders in Proof of their Commiſſion : —but no where 
given, as far as my Reading can diſcover, to the Clergy of 
the Church of England. — Will not the Lord viſit for theſe 
Things ? — He will ſurely viſit, © 
I might point out ſome other ſuperſtitious Abuſes of this 
Ceremony in our E/abli/hment ; but it is a moſt unpleaſant 
Employment to expoſe the Abſurdities of our Brother- 
Chriſtians, and what no generous Perſon, who values the 
 Good-Will of his Fellow-Citizens, would undertake but 
from a ſaperior Regard to Truth, and an earneſt Deſire of 
diffuſing its Benefits in Society ; which are above all Price. 
I have now gone through my intended Examination of 
the two Points, on which the Propriety of the Te- Ae 
muſt be founded. Some other miſcellaneous Obſervations, 
ſuggeſted by the Letter of the Junior- Council, ſhall conclude 
this Addreſs. „ . | 
The Inſufficiency of the Teſt-4# to accompliſh its End 
may juſtly be inſiſted upon amongſt other Arguments; and 
is manifeſt indeed from the ſlighteſt Conſideration. Its In- 
* tention was, as we have ſeen, © the Security of the Church 
from Perils of Non-Conformiſts of every Denomination.” 
Many a conſcientious Diſſenter from the Church, we can- 
not doubt, qualifies for his Office from an Idea, that a 
Compliance, for once, in this ingle Inſtance, is of no great 
Moment; or from other Motives, which I cannot be ſup- 
poſed able to know and enumerate. But does this Di 
enter become hereby more friendly to the Church, leſs 
likely to oppoſe her Intereſts, and thus ſecure her from thoſe 
_ Perils, ſo greatly apprehended by her Members? No ſuch 
Thing: his Mind ſuffers no Alteration in this Reſpect. If 
any Effect ariſe, it is that of Reſentment at ſuch an unrea- 
ſonable Conſtraint on his Inclinations, and fo unjuſtifiable 
an Oppreſſion of his Conſcience. —This Argument is till 
299500 h | more 
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more forcible in the Caſe of a Diſſenter ſo commendably 
ſerupulous, as to forego an Qfice in Society in Preference 
to ſuch Compliance. „5 ” | 
On the other Hand, a Diſſenter of no Principle, like 
abandoned Characters of every other Denomination, con- 
forms to the Diſcipline of this Church, or any Church, with 
perfect Indifference, whenever his worldly Intereſt can be 
promoted by it. But in what Senſe can the Church be a 
Gainer by fach a Conformity, or ſecured from any Perils? 
Nothing, therefore, can be more undeniably evident, than 
that the Church-E/tabliſhment is delivered from no Peril in 
either of theſe Inftances, and that the Tyt-4# is a mere 
Nullity with Reſpect to the Object, which it profeſſes to 
have in View. F | | 
But, in the mean Time, is it poſſible for a Miniſter of 
the Church of England, who reflects with becoming Seri- 
ouſnefs upon the Dignity of his Function, and the So- 
lemnity of a fignificant and pathetic Rite, inſtituted by 
 Chrift himſelf at fuch an awful Period; can any Clergy- 
man, I ſay, under theſe Circumſtances, adminiſter the Body 
and Blood of his Redeemer to one who is either a /uke-. 
warm Communicant, a vile Prevaricator, -or an abandoned 
Profligate, without being ſhocked at hecoming the Inftru- 
ment of ſuch an abominable Profanation; and der 
crying out like Maſes, I exceedingly fear and quake *?” 
And yet this ta 1s bound a0 B. ſs "orally 3 
Such is the Embarraſſment, my Fellow- Citizens! into 
which the Generoſity of the Junior-Council is deſirous of 
bringing the worthy Paſtors of our Town! But I would 
fain hope that a little Reflection will lead to an Acknow- 
ledgment of their Error. Certainly every Perſon not di- 
veſted of Humanity and Goodneſs, would be ſorry to drive 
his bittereſt Enemy into a Difficulty like this ! —O/ ny] 
Soul, come not thou into their Secret! Hs . 
Another Obſervation will place the 7% Ad in a very 
ridiculous Point of View. What is Non- Conformity in 
England is in Scotland the eftabliſhed Church; and we of 
the Church of England, as ſoon as we paſs the Tweed, be- 


* Heb. xii. 21. Sq 
* come 
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come D1:ſſenters ; for during our Paſſage acroſs that River, 
we are neither one Thing nor another, neither Diſſenters 
nor Churchmen, but a Mongrel-Kind of Chriſtian, for whom 
our Language has not yet found a Name. And is it not 
a great Hardſhip upon our North-Country Brethren, when 
they journey, as Abraham did, towards the South-Country*, 
that they muſt be forced to renounce their religious Forms 
for ours, or give up the pleaſing Objects for which they 
came among us, and to which they are entitled as well as 
ourſelves? But Truth has nothing particularly to do with 
national Eſtabliſhments of Religion. It is to Force alone, 
that they owe Support: and let but the Tide of popular 
Fury once be turned, and a good Chriſtian under the Pro- 
teftorate ſtarts up in a Moment an incorrigible Heretic at 
the Refforation. Can your Imagination conceive a more 
inſupportable Inſult on the Senſe and Reaſon of Mankind? 
» Your Funior-Council, my Friends! think the Tyſt-4# 
“founded on Wiſdom.” They will do, I am ſure, a 
great and public: Service, and my/e/f among the firſt will be 
forward to acknowledge the Obligation, if they would con- 
_ deſcend to communicate to their leſs knowing Brethren 
thoſe ſtrong Reaſons, which have ſo happily led their Un- 
derſtandings to this wiſe Concluſion. It is /e/f/b, it is un- 
generous, nay, it is unchriſtian, thus to hide their Candle 


under a Buſhel. Let them place it on 4 Candleflick, that _ 


it may give Light to all that are in the Houſe. A 
- Your © Funir-Gouncil diſclaim, they tell us, © all 
e Animoſity*” on. this Occafion : they are actuated merely - 
by public Spirit, —by a Regard for «© the Laws and Con- 
« ſtitution of their Country. They know their own 
Motives beſt ; and, for my Part, I think it would be un- 
candid to diſbelieve them. Nevertheleſs, merely as a Sub- 
ject of amuſing Speculation, upon the Suppoſition that their 
ee had not been avowed, to what Cauſe might a ſuſ- 
picious Enquirer into their Conduct have poſſibly attributed 
this Meaſure at the preſent Juncture? This uncharitable 
Speculator would, doubtleſs, derive a Solution in his own 


Mind from the Event of a late Election.“ The trivial 


4 Gen. XX. I. ; 
Pons <« Inferiority 
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<« Inferiority of 22 to 26, he would ſay within himſelf, 
Shas filled them with an over-weening Conceit of their 
* own Strength and Influence, and has encouraged them, 
« without waiting the ſlow Proceſs of Elections, to a ſpeedy 
© Overthrow of their Antagoniſts by diſlodging them from 
< their Stations with the Artillery of the Church. But the 
e were would do well, he would rejoin, (for the 

eader ſhould remember, that a fictitious Character is ſpeak- 
ing) „they would do well to confider, that moſt of thoſe. 
„Gentlemen, who by a Train of Circumſtances unfore- 
<« ſeen and unconcerted, were accidentally joined with the 
« Funtor-Council in the Support of the ſame Candidate, 
« are endued with a Liberality of Manners, which will 
“ make them among the firſt to expreſs their Indignation 
© at this violent and unjuſt Procedure. They oppoſed the 
e ſucceſsſul Candidates upon Motives totally diſtinct, as it 
ce ſhould ſeem, from thoſe of the Funior-Counctl. It Py 
« no Prediletion for Toryi/m or Church Dominion, that 
tc engaged them in this Conteſt; but a Perſuaſion, whether 


0 C well- founded or not, that our preſent Magiſtracy have 


te not exerted themſelves with a Warmth and Patriotiſm, 
te that would have done them Honour, in promoting thoſe 
“Schemes of public Utility and Convenience, fo ſuitable to 
s their Station, and fo practicable by their Influence and 
C Reſources. . Nor, I apprehend, were the Operations of 
e theſe Gentlemen directed ſo much by any Impreſſions of 
« hig or Tory upon their Minds, as by a pure Defire of 
<« advancing ſuch liberal and reſpectable Characters, as were 
ce likely to engage with Spirit in furthering the Welfare of 
<« their Native Town, and the Benefit of Society at large. 
« If ſuch Reflections as theſe had occurred to the Junior- 
« Cuncil, they would not have, diſcovered any Reaſon to 
<« congratulate themſelves upon the flattering Iſſue of the 
cc late Conteſt.” 1 ; | 5 
However, let your Junior-Council be as free from Ani- 
moſity, as they wiſh us to think them, a ſmall Share of 
Experience, and a very moderate Portion of Underſtanding, 
might have informed theſe Gentlemen, that Compulſion of 
this Nature never can anſwer any valuable Purpoſe; and 
never did, ſince the Foundation of the World. Irritation 
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on one Part, Acrimony on the other, and inflamed Anti- 
pathy on both, are invariably the bleſſed Fruits of every 
Sort of Perſecution. Beſides the notorious Imprudence of 
ſuch Oppoſition; Which uſually tends to Habliſb the ob- 
noxious Point. Truth, and indeed Opinion in general, is 
like an impetuous River: if you ſtop its Current, it over- 
whelms the Country with its Inundation.. 
And a very ſlender Proficiency indeed muſt, that Man 
have made in the Study of CHRISTIANITY, who has not 
learned, how inconſiſtent ſuch Roughneſs is with the Spirit 
of his Religion: a Religion which breathes Nothing but 
mutual Forbearance, Nees Gentleneſs, Love and 
Peace. Lord! ſaid the Diſciples, wilt thou that we com- 
mand: Fire to come down from Heaven, and conſume them, 
even as Elias did? But Jeſus turned, and rebuked them, and 
ſaid : Ye know not what Manner of Spirit ye are 7 for the 
Son of Man is not come to deſtroy Men's Lives, but to ſave 
them. Our Henry the Seventh always began his [Treaties 
with this memorable Sentence; When Chr:/? came into 
« the World, Peace was ſung; when he left the World, 
« Peace was bequeathed.“ See Luke ii. 14. John xiy. 27. 
It is truly lamentable for a feeling Heart to obſerve 
among Mankind ſo little Conſideration for the Eaſe and 
Happineſs of others ! ſo great a Diſplay of Conceit, Into- 
Jerance, and Selfiſhneſs ! ſuch an Inſenſibility to the gene- 
rous - Precepts and univerſal Benevolence of the Goſpel ! 
ſuch a Blindneſs to our own Faults and Imperfections]! fo 
little Indulgence to the Wants and Weakneſſes of poor 
diſtreſſed human Nature Oh! that the Day would come, 
when every groſſer Paſſion ſhould be burnt up on the Altar 
of Chriſtian Love! when all Hatred and Animoſity ſhould 
be rooted from the Earth! when the Spirit of Faction 
| ſhould be ſwallowed up in Unanimity and patriotic Virtue! 
when the great and only Ooject of Ambition among 
FELLOW-CITIZENs ſhould be THE Good oF THE 
. CommMuniTYy. 1 | 


* Luke ix. 54— 57. 
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Upon referring to Blackflone, who is my Authority for 
what is advanced on the Subject of the 7%- Ac, I believe 
myſelf to be in an Error, when 1 rank the Members of a 
Corporation under the Head of civil Officers This ſeems 
not to be the Language of the Law. The A immediately 
connected with the Occaſion of this Addreſs, is the Corpo- 
ration- Al; by which no Perſon can be legally elected 
© to any Office in a Corporation, unleſs, within a 'T welve- 
month before, he has received the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper according to the Rites of the Church of 

England; or, in Default of this, ſuch Election ſhall be 
c void. No Sort of Difference, with Regard to any Ar- 

uments employed in this Addreſs, is occaſioned by this 
Miſtake upon a Subject of Law, with which I declare my- 
ſelf totally unacquainted; as it has been my Endeavour 
rather to acquire a Knowledge of the noble Sentiments of 
Poets, Philoſophers, and Prophets, than of the Craft and 
Nonſenſe of Lawyers and Politicians. Beſides, if I am 
rightly informed the Funior-Councilintend to direct their 
Proſecution by the T- 4; ſo that my Miſapprehenſion 
is ſtill leſs to be regretted. N 
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INCE the Publication of 150 late Addreſs to the 
PF Inhabitants of Nottingham, ſome Obſervations have oc- 
curred to me, either from my own Reflections or the Con- 
verfation of others, which, as they may contribute to an 
Enforcement and Illuſtration of the Argument in Queſtion, 
may rectify ſome Miſconſtructions, and excite farther At- 
tention to Subjects little confidered and leſs underſtood, 
but moſt intereſting to every Member of Society, as a ra- 
tional Creature, as an Engliſhman, and as a Chriftian; I 
ſhall, without farther Preface, communicate to my Fellow- 
Citizens, whoſe Information alone has been my Object in 
J | Pain pie 3 3 
One of the Junior- Council, whom I need not ſpecify by 
Name, upon premiſing that he ppſſeſſes an Acuteneſs of 
Underſtanding and a Degree of Information, worthy of a 
better Cauſe, entered one Day into an amicable Debts 
with me upon the Subject of my Addrefs; a Debate, highly 

honourable to him after the unceremonious Manner, in 
which I had criticiſed and cenſured his Conduct. I will 
exhibit the-Subſtance of our Converſation with all the Fi- 
delity, of which Candour and Memory are capable; for 1 
am not ſure, that I had always a clear Apprehenſion of his 
Meaning, and ſhould be extremely ſorry for any Miſrepre- 
fentation of it to his a gains", | . 3 
1. Though Black/lone expreſsly declares © the Corpora- 
tion and Te/t-Afs to be the two Bulwarks erected to ſe- 
« cure the 2 Church againſt Perils from Ven- Con- 
„ formiſts of all Denominations, and I could not conceive 
that a different Idea was entertained by any Perſon what- 
ſoever of their Object, my Opponent thought it an Error 
in me to view theſe Acts in any other Light, than as a Se- 
| C 2 | curity 
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curity to the State. This Notion is, I think, wholly falſe : 
and, I am ſure, vain and frivolous. 

Our Conſtitution is compoſed of a Church and a State. 
Now Government, I preſume, means to ſecure the Slate 
by the Oaths of A4bjuration, Allegiance, and Supremacy; and 
the Church, by a Compliance with that Ceremony, which 
implies Communion with her Worſhip. Is not this a na- 
tural and intelligible Diſcrimination? If ſo, what more er- 
roneous than the Objection before us? 

But, when the State has ſecured herſelf by theſe Oaths 
of Abjuration, Allegiance, and Supremacy; why enjoin an 
additional 7% on her Members, but with a View to the 
Security of her Ally the Church, by the Intervention of a 
religious Cermony ? Surely it were ſuperfluous and unne- 
ceffary. To pretend, therefore, that this Act of enjoining - 
the Lord's Supper on civil Officers and Magiſtrates is merely 
with a View to the State, which at the ſame Time cannot 
be ſeparated from the Church, is a moſt idle Diſtinction 
without a Difference; a mere verbal Allegation; or to me 
mo artebabne. Tone on eo ns 
Indeed, the very Notion of a Conſtitution compounded 
of a Church, (that is, a Syſtem of religious Faith and Wor- 
ſhip, erected on a private Interpretation of the Scriptures) 
and a State, is in reality a Begging of the Queſtion; and 
pre-ſuppoſes that Power of religious Furiſdiction, which 1 
totally diſallow, and for which no Government under 
Heaven can produce me its Authority. At Be eg 
2. My Opponent was alſo of Opinion, that the 7% of 
the Lord's Supper ought to be regarded as a merely political 
Act. It is employed, to be ſure, by the civil Magiftrate for 
his own worldly Purpoſes; but let any Man afert, or rather 
Believe, if he can, that an Inſtitution ordained by ot him- 
ſelf for a Commemoration of his own Death — an Inſtitu- 
tion peculiarly. religious, and as diſtinct from every Thing 
olitical as the twelve Apgſiles of Nazareth from the fix 
Hane. Cane, of Nettingham :—let any Man, I ſay, con- 
der this Inſtitution as a mere political Ordinance, if he can. 
3. But © the ſupreme Power in a State has a Right to 
e impoſe what %s it pleaſes upon the Subject.“ To 
which I anſwer: If it can be proved, that the a of 
1 a Man 
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a Man, under the Perception of moral-and religious Truth, 
is, or can be, cognizable by hſman Authority, or that God 
is not excluſively concerned in this Matter, as the Searcher 
e Heart; then may this Omnipotence of the Magiſtrate 
be juſtifiably maintained and exerted. Otherwiſe, he muſt 
not only have the Power: of effecting what is impracticable 
but the Right alſo of doing Mrong; which is abſur 
enough. | 41 5 ; . 
Our F#un:or-Council, who profeſs an Intention of execut- 
ing the qualifying Laws for Offices, upon public Ground —in 
Defence of the Conſtitution of their Country — might have 
known, that there are Duties, owed by us to God and to 
eurſelves, antecedent and ſuperior to all c:vi/ Power upon 
Earth;. and that thoſe Injunctions of civil Magiſtrates, 
which contradict any explicit Doctrine of Morality, are 
from the firſt, to all Purpoſes and in every Senſe, NULL 
and voip. The Rule of Conduct in this Caſe, for good 
Chriſtians and honeſt Men, is plain and obvious. What 
Socrates ſaid to the Athenians, when they required him not 
to confute and expoſe the e, Superſtitions of his 
Country; — what Peter and John replied to the Jewiſßb 
Magiſtrates, when commanded by them not to teach in the 
Name of Feſus* ;—that Anſwer muſt be made by every 
reſolute and upright Citizen, when a Tz/# inconſiſtent with 
the Prerogative of God, and the Immunities of Conſcience, 
is enjoined upon him by the Legiſlature of his Country; 
« IT Is BETTER To OBEY GOD THAN MAN.“ 
- Beſides, that Opinion of the Authority of a Magiſtrate 
to require what Teſt of Obedience he may pleaſe, is, in an- 
other Reſpect, pregnant with Wickedneſs and Abſurdity. 
By this Rule of Power giving Right, the Proteſtant, the 
Popiſh, the Mahometan, the Idolatrous Magiſtrate, is au- 
thoriſed to eſtabliſh that Form of Religion, ,which they 
ſeverally prefer; and conſequently the W orſhip of Images, 
or of three Gods inſtead of ane, may be lawfully enjoined 
on their reſpective Subjects: or, in other Words, the Ma- 
giſtrate has a Right to oppoſe and counteract all the Aims 
of the Divine Adminiſtration in the different Diſpenſations 


Ann, 
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of Religion for the Reformation of Mankind fince the 
Foundation of the World. A delightful Exerciſe indeed 
of the Magiſtrate's Authority Now what is the clear 
Inference from this? What, but that the Magiſtrate has 

no POWER AT AfL over Religion and the Conſcience. 

4. But the Magiſtrate is guilty of no Injuſtice: he 
* compels no Man to comply.“ It is ſurpriſing, how ſome 
People can impoſe upon themſelves with mere Words deſ- 
titute of Meaning! Compel? Why, no: he does not 
compel me d Coup de Baton, with a Cudgel in his Hand. 
But is there no Compulſion but in a Gat-o-nine Tuils? If he 
lays ſuch Temptations in my Way, as Experience proves 
to be in general too powerful for the Integrity and Mag- 
nanimity of human Nature, he as effectually compels me, in 
all Propriety of Speech, as by an Act of Violence. Nay, 
more effectually: for Numbers are overcome by theſe gen- 
tle Seductions of worldly Intereſt, whoſe generous Spirits 
would have been rouſed at once to Reſiſtance by a tyran- 
nical Effort of Authority. To talk, therefore, of Non- 
Compulſion, in this Caſe, is a mere verbal Sophiſtry, and an 

Inſult to Common-Senſe. 2925 . 2 
Suppoſe, however, merely as a Work of Supererogation, 
we expoſe by a particular Example this capital Argument 
of Compulſion : to which I feel the greater Inclination, as 
it affords me an Opportunity of illuſtrating a Paſſage of the 
New Teſtament, © | %%% el ry foogg 
When thoſe who had been invited to partake of the 
Supper in the Parable*, refuſed to attend, the Maſter ſent 
his Servants into the High-Ways to coul all, whom 

they found, to-come in, that the Houſe might be filled. 
Now what is the Purport of this Relation? Why truly, 
that the Fews would reject the Goſpel, but that its Evi- 
dences would be received by the Gentiler; and act upon 
their Minds with ſuch Efficacy as might be juſtly ſaid to 
COMPEL them to receive it. And will any reaſonable 
_ Perſon find Fault with this ſenſible Uſe of the Word 
ComPvuLs1on ; becauſe the Gentiles were not CUDGELLED 


into an Acceptance of Ch tian Away with dur 7 f 
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Laws, ſay I, if they muſt be defended with ſuch” pitiful 
Quirks as this . 
F. But, if every Man were left to his own Diſcretion 
« in religious Matters, univerſal Cnfuſian would enſue,” — 
Pſhaw ! A mere Bugbear to' frighten old Women and 
Children! The Fear of Confuſion is the ſtale Pretence of 
religions and political Bigots of all Denominations, to op- 
poſe and decry Reformations of every Kind whatever; 
which will always, notwithſtanding, be going on, in Spite 
of Bigotry, as long as the World endures. But I anſwer 
plainly : No Matter what enſues. If the Principles of 
your Teſt-Laws be wrong and indefenſible, they ought to 
be abandoned. Who is not acquainted with this effential 
and univerſal Maxim of Morality—< Never do Evil that 
Good may come*?” Let Man act uprightly, in Confor- 
mity to the Dictates of Reaſon and Religion; and truſt 
Conſequences to the Providence of God, who does not wiſh 
his Schemes to be promoted by Folly and [njuſtice, and the 
Violation of his own Laws. But it is not likely, that any 
bad Conſequences would enſue from a complete Enjoyment 
of Chriſtian Liberty. It is a SATIRE upon the SUPREME 
BxinG to ſuppoſe it. On the Contrary, Nothing elſe, but 
this unwarrantable Impoſition of one Man's Opinions 
upon another, has been the Cauſe of all thoſe terrible Per- 
ſecutions, and Impriſonments, and Aſſaſſinations, and Mar- 
tyrdoms, and Maſſacres, which are related in every Page of 
the ecclefiaſtical Hiſtorian z but alas! in vain, for the Ad- 
monition of Poſterity. _ "14 e 
In the mean Time, we will allow, for the Sake of Ar- 
gument, that Confuſion, as the Phraſe is, would ariſe from 
this Liberty of Conſcience, for which I declare myſelf an 
unreſerved Advocate. Who is there ſo inexperienced as 
not to know, that ſome previous Fermentation in human 
Affairs is neceſſary to their Refinement? Peace is indeed 
a Poſſeſſion of great Value, but would be dearly purchaſed 
at the Expence of Truth and Liberty. Nay, that Peace 
ſeems to be but ſpurious and imperfect, which is not the 
Offspring of Confuſion. To Cinfu/ion we are indebted for 


* 1 Rom. iii. 2. 
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the greateſt Bleſſings of Life, and the nobleſt Enjoyments 
of our Nature. What but Confuſion preſerves the Waters 
of the Ocean from Putrefaction, and the Atmoſphere from 
Peſtilence ? To what Cauſe muſt we aſcribe the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of Hritiſb Liberty, and the Security of. thoſe Privi- 
| leges, which have rendered us the Praiſe and Envy of the 
Earth? Jo Confuſon. Even the Propagation of the 
bleſſed Goſpel was impracticable without Confuſion. The 
Apoſtles excited a Hue and Gn, wherever they went. 
Theſe, ſaid the Fews, that have TURNED THE WORLD 
UPSIDE DOWN, are come hither alſo*. Was not this a 
MOST DESIRABLE Confuſion? Oh! for a little more Confu- 
ſion of the ſame ſort ! No Man of Senſe will ſuffer his 
Judgment to be abuſed. by the baſe Coin of evil Words, 
maliciouſly circulated to diſcredit good Things, and iſſued 
from the Mint of timid and lazy Men, to run down he 
_ ſterling Gold of Adventurers more reſolute and active than 
themſelves. -.. 


The Truth is, our civil Governors, by no Means over- 


burdened, God knows, with Religion themſelves, care not 


one Farthing about this or that Syſtem. of it; and only 
prize it as a political Engine to ſerve their own vile Pur- 
poſes of Intereſt or Ambition. Magiſtrates of all Times 
are much alike. As it was eighteen hundred Years ago, fo 
it is now. Callio careth for none of theſe Things+,, They 
heartily deteſt Reformers and Reformation and maintain 
the Habliſbed Sy/lem with a Zeal exactly proportionate . 
to zts Corruptions and their own. For every one. that doeth 
Evil hateth. the Light, neither cometh to the Light, lift his 
Deeds ſbould be reprouedt. : dig 


So far my Reflections have been regulated by the Debate 
betwixt my Opponent and myſelf. I now pals on to ſome 
Obſervations unconnected with it. 
As I ſhould be wonderfully gratified by ſeeing an En- 
Beste between two great Armies, though I take no 

elight in Blood and Slaughter, and would not with my 
Fellow- Creatures by any Means to knock each other on 
the Head for my Satisfaction and Amuſement only; ſo 1 


Acts xvii 6. + Ads xvii, 17. f John ili. 20. 
1 5 rejoice 
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rejoice in this Meaſure of our Junior- Council, though I 
lament the Illiberality which gave it Birth, I ſincerely hope, 
that thoſe Members of our Corporation, who have not qua- 
lified for their Offices, will have the Spirit to adhere to 
their Purpoſe, that we may ſee, whether a Court / Fuftice 
will countenance this Proſecution, and venture in theſe 
enlightened. Times to put ſuch contemptible Laws in Exe- 
cution. Indeed we have good Reaſon to hope a favoura- 
ble Iſſue to the next Application of the Diſſenters to the 
Houſe of Commons, when we conſider the gradual Diſpoſi- 
tion of that beſt Part of our Legiſlature to liſten to their 
Petition. Lord North, it is true, though he would fain 
perſuade us of his friendly Regard for Liberty and To/era- 
tion, ſtill oppoſes their Claims with a Narrowneſs of Spirit, 
ſeldom aſſociated with his great Accompliſhmeats; and 
Ar. Pitt, who would do himſelf Honour by a cloſer Imi- 
tation of his Father's Virtues, exerts himſelf in the ſame 
Cauſe with unrelenting Stubbornneſs and Abſurdity: but we 
fondly hope, that the popular and manly Eloquence of 
Ar. Fox: will more than counterbalence the Authority of 
the Nobleman, and the contemptible Policy of the Miniſter. 
We are not quite ſo ſanguine in our Expectations from the 
Houſe of Lords. Though many of the preſent Biſhops have 
ſhewn themſelves highly reſpectable both for their Learning 
and Liberality of Sentiment, yet the Epiſcapal Bench in gene- 
ral is adverſe both to civil and religious Reformations: and, 
in my Opinion, theſe ſpiritual Guides would be employed 
more ſuitably to their evangelical Function, in acquainting 
themſelves with their Clergy, in patronizing modeſt Merit, 
which is ſtarving on Curacies and pitiful Preferments, and 
in promoting good Manners in their ſeveral Dioceſes, 
than in obſequious Attendance on a Court, and in the Tur- 
bulence of political Ambition. Certainly, however, our 
Biſßbops might vote for a complete Extenſion of 0 

Freedom in England, with as good a Grace, in the Capa- 
city of Protęſtant Prelates, as for the Eſtabliſhment of 
4 5 at Quebec. = „„ 
It, after all, there be any one Truth undeniably evident 
upon the cleareſt Principles of Reaſon, A _ 
| | | | oun 
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ſound Policy, in my Judgment it is this: That the Magiſ- 
trate has No Authority in religious Concerns: that every 
peaceable and conſcientious Subje ſhould be left at Liberty 
to ſerve God in his own Way, unembarraſſed by ſuch un- 
juſt Diſabilities and Diſcouragements. But there never was 
yet any Propoſition in Politics and Morals, how plain ſoever, 
which 33 and diſputatious Men might not controvert 
and puzzle to Eternity. All that remains, therefore, for the 
Advocates of Truth, is, to confirm our Sentiments with 
the beſt Arguments in our Power, and to place them in 
the moſt advantageous Light; then to leave them to the 
diſpaſſionate Conſideration of our Readers, to be accepted, 
or rejected, according to the Impreſſion made upon their 
own Minds. This is certain: Truth, under the divine Ad- 
miniſtration, muſt gradually diſpel the Shades of Error, and 
break through every Cloud, with which Prejudice, and 
Policy, and Prieſteraft may obſtruct her Radiance. She 
is that ſhining Light, which will ſhine more and more unto 
profes Dey. e eee He EF. 7 
| Beſides, one Fact no Man can deny; extremely ory 
of Obſervation, and infinitely conſolatory to the Mind. 
It is this. A Diſſatisfaction with ſome of the capital 
Doctrines of the Church of England, and juſter Notions 
of civil and religious Liberty, have been long and rapidly 
gaining ground both among the e/tabliſhed Clergy them- 
ſelves, and every other denomjnation of Chriſtians. Come 
forward, ye Sons. of Bigotry and Intolerance! and pro- 
has been propagated and 
confirmed in Proportion to the Improvement of the hu- 
man Faculties, and the Advancement of Philoſophy and 
Science. If every Clergyman, who diſapproves and diſbe- 
lieves ſuch Doctrines as that of a Trinity in Unity, three 
Gods in ane, had the Reſolution to avow his Sentiments 
and relinquiſh his Station in the Church, the Eſtabliſhment 
would find herſelf deprived of more learned and reſpectable 
Members, than ſhe would previouſly have imagined, or 
could well ſpare. But God has not given to every Man, 
any more than to Eraſmus, the Spirit of Martyrdem; 
and may he, who knows that we are but Duſt, make every 
5 e Allowance 
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Allowance for the Infirmities of his Creatures in that Day! 
His Kingdom cometh not with Obſervation* ; but is daily 
eſtabliſhing by imperceptible Operations, inconceivable and 
unknown to us. How far diſtant a more perfect Society 
amongſt ourſelves may be, no Man can tell. But the 
Tranſactions of a neighbouring Country will not ſuffer the 
moſt gloomy eh e to Deſpair. In the mean Time, 
HIs Vill be done: 3 WE 
But let-no one conclude, as ſome are inclined to conclude, 
that, whilſt I condemn eccleſiaſtical Dominion in Connection 
with the preſent Church- Eſtabliſhment, I could with it tranſ- 
ferred to the Diſſenters. No: I contend for an ab/ſo/ute and 
univerſal Abolition of this uſurped Authority over the Con- 
ſciences of Men, whatever the religious Creed of the 
Supreme Power may be; and plead for the Sovereignty of 
Gop ALONE in his-own Kingdom. The Di/ſenters, it is 
true, of one Denomination! in particular, (and few Men 
have enjoyed more Opportunities of knowing both Church- 
men and them than myſelf) if we conſider the Diſadvantages 
of Education under which they comparatively labour, have 
at leaſt equalled their Brethren of the Eſtabliſument in almoſt 
every Branch of Literature, and in enlarged Conceptions 
of religious and civil Liberty they are, in general, greatly their 
Superiors. But the D:/ſenters compoſe a Maſs of very diſ- 
ſimilar Materials, and, at the beſt, have the Infirmities of 
other Men; and it may reaſonably be doubted, whether 
they, as a Body, would make ſuch a temperate Uſe of Power, 
or diſplay upon the whole, ſuch Moderation, as the Church 
of England. And, though I ſo much diſlike many Parts 
of the Public Service of our Church, I find myſelf. unable, 
at the ſame T'ime, to look with any Approbation upon the 
Mode of conducting public Worſhip in diſſenting Cungre- 
gations: and, conſidering their Situation as Proteſtant- 
Diſſenters, and their Liberty to model their religious Ser- 
vices, as they think fit, diveſted of all thoſe Impediments, 
which clog an Eſtabliſhment; I cannot but regard their 
Conduct as exceedingly reprehenſible and inconſiſtent, in 
neglecting thoſe Advantages, that would accrue from a 
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liberal Uſe of their Chriſtian Privileges, and from the Intro- 
duction of a corrected Verſion of the Scriptures: for with- 
out this Meaſure, the Poor, to whom the Goſpe! was parti- 
cularly preached*, that is, all the unlcarned Part of Society, 
mult ſtill continue in Error with Reſpect to ſome eſſential 
Articles of Chriſtianity, and under a Superſtitious Credulity 
he Dictates of ind Guidis ft... 
Some of my Readers have been diſſatisfied, and ſome 
have taken great Offence, at the Concluſion of that Part 
of my Addreſs in p. 9. beginning with the Words — But 
_ zwhat—and ending with the Words—and Folly. It is 
hardly worth While to explain one's- ſelf to thoſe who will 
not exercife their own: Diſcernment in forming a juſt Eſti- 
mate of the. Spirit and Purport of a Paſſage; nor can it 
reaſonably be expected of us Authors, that we ſhould add 
to the., Hardſhips of our ſorry Occupation, by finding 
Judgment, as well as Arguments, for our Readers. Seri- 
oufly, however, after a repeated, and, I truſt, diſpaſſionate 
Conſideration of theſe Clauſes, ſo exceptionable as it ſhould 
ſeem, I feel no Inclination to qualify or retract them. 
I. It ought to be obſerved, that I merely exerciſe a 
Right, which every Man may aſſert to himſelf, of deliver- 
ing my 0z0n Opinion upon the Propoſition as ſtated by myſelf 
without any perſonal Aſperities whatſoever. Will it not be 
granted me, that Practices may be ſtigmatiſed with every 
Energy of Language by a Mind totally uninfected with the 
Diſtemper of Malevolence? Can we forget that the Printe 
F Peace, the meek and lawly Saviour of Mankind, poured 
forth all the Severities of indignant Expreſſion upon the 
Seribes and Phariſees, and again and again pronounced 
them Foals and Hypocrites? I know and reſpect many 
Individuals, who. conſtantly acquieſce in what is criminal 
in itſelf without Criminality. St. Paul was a Blaſphemer 
and a Perſecutor, but he obtained Mercy, becauſe he did it 
ignorant ij, or rather unwarily, in Unbelieft. A Man may 
become a Murderer by depriving a Fellow- Creature of his 
Life, without bringing the Sin of Bload-Guiltineſs upon 
himſelf. I could eafily mention, for Inſtance, if it were 


not 
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not an invidious Diſtinction, ſeveral of the 2/abliſhed Clergy 
of this Town, who are deſervedly eſteemed, both for their 
Liberality of Manners (untainted by that Bigotry of Soul, 
which feels no Affection but for thoſe of their own Com- 

munion) and for their other Virtues; whom, nevertheleſs, 
Jam compelled to regard as practical Blaſpbemers; if it be, 
as, I apprehend it is, a Blaſphemy of the moſt enormous 
Size, to dethrone the unutterable Perfections of Fehowah 
from the Heaven of Heavens to the Tabernacle of a human 
Boah, and to exalt a mere an to the Divinity; nay, not 

a Man only, but a Non-Entity ; making, againſt all Pro- 

priety of Speech, —all Philoſophy, —all Common Senfſe,—. 

the Spirit of God a diſtinct Perſon from God himſelf.” * 

2. Many have connected frightful Ideas with the Word 

Blaſphemy, without Authority. Ignorance ſees through'a 

Miſt, and, of Courſe, the Object is magnified to the Eyes 

of her Imagination. The true Meaning of Blaſphemy' is 

ſimply Evil Speaking ; and this is one Inſtance among 
many, of the Imperfection of our preſent Tranſlation of 
the Scriptures, which miſleads the Unlearned by the Uſe 
of unintelligible 'Terms. The Scribes charged Jeſas with 
ſpeaking Blaſphemies*, for exerciſing, by Virtue of his di- 
vine Commiſſion, God's Prerogative of forgiving Sins: 
conceiving this Conduct to be an actual Rewihng of the 

Deity, by uſurping to himſelf this bigh Privilege 'of the 

Almighty. Exactly after the ſame Manner do they 5 

pheme the Creator, who aſcribe his Perfections to a Creature. 

3. It is only by a lively and glowing Repreſentation of 
theſe irrational and unſeriptural Perſuaſions in their true 

Colours, that inattentive Minds can be induced to reflect 
upon the Singularity of their Articles of Faith, and the 

Profeſſors of the Truth be more firmly eſtabliſhed in ee 

Doctrine. Tame and inſipid Language is a Kind of 

High. Treaſan againſt the Majeſty of the royal Law, and 

is but too often a Proof of the Writer's Indifference to the 

moſt ſublime and important Doctrines. Give me the 
Magnanimity of a Luther, wrapped up in the Rectitude of 
his Intentions, and keeping the Tenour of his Way, un- 
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diſmayed by the fiery Zeal of his Enemies and the Cold- 
neſs of his Friends, in Preference to a thouſand fuch Men 
as Eraſmus and Melanfhon, with their temporizing Expe- 
dients and mean Conceſſions. I know thy Works, that thou 
art neither cold nor hat: I would thou wert cold or hot. $0 
then, BECAUSE THOU ART LUKEWARM, and neither cold 
nor hot, I will ſpue thee out of my Mouth +. 1 
I have remarked before, that this Sort of tyrannizing 
over the Conſciences of Mankind has been the Parent 
Enormities as cruel and flagitious, as have fprung from any 
other infernal Principle whatever, which has ravaged So- 
ciety' in any Period, and extinguiſhed the Bleſſings of hu- 
man Life. And, I am clear, that, as far as Analogy, and 
Hiſtory, and Experience will authoriſe this Concluſion 
(and beyond their Authority we can have no Right to form 
any Concluſions at all): I am clear, I fay, in this, that the 
ſame Illiberality and Intolerance, which countenance and 
approve the iniquitous' Oppreſſion of the Tef- Laws, or 
any familar Inſtance of Perſecution, would in no long Time 
and by no very gentle Progreſs, be brought to exerciſe 
upon their dif/enting \ Brethren even the Horrors of the 
Popiſh Inquiſition, if the Mildneſs of our Government and 
the Temper of the Times would give Scope to their Diſ- 
poſitions.” Yes: many a demure Hywoddh who fancies 
himſelf, with the Reader's Leave, a true Diſciple of the 
benevolent eus, would roaft my Body for the Edification - 
of my Soul, on the Score of my Addreſs and this Appendix, 
as rendering thereby a moſt acceptable Service to the mer- 
ciful Father of the human Race. © I am conſcious, how- 
ever, and willingly acknowledge, that ſome Exception in 
Favour of Individuals ſhould be made to this general Po- 
ſition. The Z#74 of vicious Principles is not always 
proportionate to their evil Tendency. They are, in many 
aſes, checked in their Operations, and even entirely re- 
preſſed, by the countervailing Influence of ſuperior Good- 
Senſe and native Senſibility of Heart. But no Man, how- 
ever mild and generous his Diſpoſitions, can anſwer for the 
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of indulging the Obliquities of his Underſtanding. Like 
Hazael, with Affections yet uncorrupted, he would be 
ſhocked at the Proſpe& of thoſe Enormities, which would 
ſoon become habitual to his WN and be daily prac- 
tiſed without one ſingle Senſation. of Remorſe. Of ſuch 
infinite Importance to Society and ourſelves, is the imbib- 
ing of juſt Sentiments, and a rational Rule of Life, unde- 
praved by furious Zeal or gloomy Superſtition ! x £4 

And here I ſhall take Leave of my Reader and the Sub- 
ject, unleſs ſome Antagoniſt, either in Behalf of the politi- 
cal or religious Conſtitution of his Country, which are 
thought to be founded in ſuch M iſdom, ſhould feel himſelf 
diſpoſed to enter the Liſts againſt me for a free Diſcuſſion, 
of the Points in Queſtion, and ſhould exhibit his rea! Mam. 
—lf but one Individual ſhall have been induced by any 
Thing advanced in this Pampblet to review and rec- 
tify a ſingle Principle of his Conduct, I ſhall think my 
Time in writing it very happily laid out. Indeed, theſe 
dull Topics of Religion and Morality are not caleulat- 
ed, I am well aware, to intereſt: the Bult of Mankind 
whether the great Vulgar, or the ſmall. Mere animal 
Exiſtences ! with Souls barely ſufficient to keep their 
Bodies from Putrefaction, they jog on the High-Road of 
Senſe, unſeduced either to the right Hand, or to the left, by. 
theſe unprofitable Speculations; one to his Farm, and an- 
ot her 10 his Merchandiſe. CCC 
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